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Introduction 

 Initial schizophrenia which may be mixed up 
with low level borderline functioning (Dulz & 
Schneider, 1996, Kovess-Mafety, 2001) 

 Drug induced psychoses (Ametepe, 2003, 
Reynaud, 2003) 

 PTSD coupled with delusional ideas (Caton & 
al.,2000, Spencer, 2001, Crocq, 2005) 

 Depression coupled with delusional ideas 
(Murphy, 1980, Janin, 2003) 

 



Introduction 

 Are these symptoms reversible?  

 The concept of vulnerability (Zubin & 

Spring, 1977) 

 The hypothesis of an continuity between the 

basic forms of personality organization 

(Kernberg, Weiner & Bardenstein, 2000) 

 



Presentation of the rating scales 

Rating scale for the Rotter test: 

 General objective: Investigation of the 

current functioning of personality at the   

structural level  

 General dimensions : Self concept, Ego 

Ideal, Professional and private goals,    

Current personal relationship 



Presentation of the rating scales 

Rating scale for the Biographic interview: 

 General objective: Investigation of the 

traumatic events from the beginning of life 

 General dimensions : Life course, Nature of 

trauma, Composition of initial family, 

Period of suffering, Current emotional 

support 



Presentation of the clinical sample  



Results of the multidimensional 

analyses 

 Total Group 
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Results of the multidimensional 

analyses 

Proposal of denomination of the dimensions: 

 Dimension 1 : Effects on personality 

functioning of repeated traumatic events 

from the beginning of life / effects of a 

recent unique trauma  

 Dimension 2 : Secure attachment / diffuse 

attachment 

 



Results of the multidimensional 

analyses 

 Total Group 
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Results of the multidimensional 

analyses 
  Clinical subgroups 

 
 In the subgroups of homeless people and drug addicts, the 

Grandiose Self (Kohout, ) appears in the first dimension of the 

Rotter test / first person, as opposed to the expression of distress and 

unsatisfied emotional need. In the subgroup of refugees, we observe 

the expression of suffering linked to an underdevelopment of the 

Ego Ideal as opposed to a state of inhibition and isolation. 

 In the subgroup of homeless people, the second dimension with the 

Rotter test/ third person concerns the opposition dominance/retreat 

and in the subgroup of drug addicts it was interpreted in a close 

manner. In the subgroup of refugees, it was focussed on the 

opposition current isolation / current conflictual relationship.  

 The first dimension in the situation Rotter/ third person concerned 

always the opposition recent trauma/ repeated ancient traumata. 

 

 



Distribution of the homeless and unemployed 

people, the refugees and the prisoners in 

relationship with the state of the Ego Ideal 



Discussion 

The traumatogenic hypothesis of borderline functioning  



Discussion 



Conclusion 

 


