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Purpose and context  
The Luxembourg Centre for Educational Testing (LUCET) has prepared a report on the ALPHA 
pilot project that has been under embargo due to diverging opinions with SCRIPT regarding 
methodological issues. It is important to note that key features of the study design regarding 
the number of students enrolled in the pilot project ALPHA as well as data availability, were 
determined by the implementation of the pilot itself and were therefore beyond the control 
of the authors of this report. These constraints necessarily influenced the methodological 
options available for the evaluation. Following questions raised regarding the methodological 
approach and interpretation of the longitudinal evaluation, LUCET invited four independent 
experts in educational evaluation and quantitative methodology to provide written scientific 
opinions on the study. This document includes the three expert opinions received to date. 
 
The experts were asked to assess the appropriateness of the study design, the analytical 
approach, and the interpretation of the findings in light of the available data. The experts 
prepared their opinions independently. They received no financial compensation or other 
consideration for their contributions, and the opinions presented are their own.  
 
For the sake of transparency, we disclose that two of the experts (Prof. Hadjar and Prof. 
Greiff) were previously affiliated with the University of Luxembourg, and two (Prof. Hadjar 
and Prof. Demeuse) currently serve on LUCET's Scientific Advisory Board. However, neither 
of these three experts has been involved in the present project, and there has been no 
substantial collaboration with the research team either during or following their affiliation 
with the University. 
 
 

Executive summary 
The expert opinions broadly converge in their assessment of the longitudinal evaluation of 
the ALPHA pilot project. They find the methodological approach and analytical procedures to 
be scientifically appropriate and consistent with established standards in educational 
research. 
 
While noting the limitations described above regarding sample size, data availability, and 
study design, the experts consistently judge that these constraints are adequately 
acknowledged and transparently integrated into the analysis and interpretation of results. 
They further consider that the statistical methods employed are appropriate for the research 
questions addressed and that the conclusions drawn in the report are broadly supported by 
the empirical evidence. 
 
In addition, the experts underline the value of the evaluation for both scientific understanding 
and policy discussion.  
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Independent expert opinions  
Expertise 1 Prof. Dr. Andreas Hadjar 
 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Hadjar 
Université de Fribourg, Switzerland 
 
Full Professor “Sociology, Social Policy, Social Research” 
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Expertise 2 Prof. Dr. Samuel Greiff 
 
Prof. Dr. Samuel Greiff  
Technical University of Munich, Germany 
 
Full Professor "Educational Monitoring & Effectiveness"  
Chairman of the Centre for International Student Assessment (ZIB)  
Director PISA National Centre & National Project Manager   
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Expertise 3 Prof Dr. Jean-Marc Dewaele 
 
Prof Dr. Jean-Marc Dewaele  
University of London, UK 
 
Emeritus Professor in Applied Linguistics and Multilingualism, Birkbeck, University of London 
Honorary Professor, Institute of Education, University College London 
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Expertise 4 Prof. Dr. Marc Demeuse 
 
Prof. Dr. Marc Demeuse  
University of Mons, Belgium 
 
Full Professor “Methodology and Training” 
Head of “Institut d’administration scolaire” 
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