Supplementary Material B. Overview of Scam Manuals

Table B.5
Overview of scam manuals used in the analysis
	Ref. 
	Leaked
	Words 
	Stages
	Focus

	M1
	2022.04
	26680
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Fake persona creation details; e.g. chat topics and dialogues

	M2
	2022.04
	15563
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for deepening relationships with targets and presenting blockchain-based investment opportunities

	M3
	2022.05
	1926
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Process diagram of the scam breaking down steps to complete in each stage for the scammer

	M4
	2022.08
	1798
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Fake persona creation details

	M5
	2022.08
	33263
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Fake persona creation details; strategies for strengthening relationships and presenting blockchain-based investment opportunities

	M6
	2022.11
	25640
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for chatting with targets with sample quotes, questions, and dialogues; training on investment concepts (e.g., crypto)

	M7
	2023.02
	11216
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Creating a shared future dream; training on investment concepts (e.g., crypto) and their introduction and elaboration in chats

	M8
	2023.06
	9304
	Raising, Killing
	Sample quotes for romance, self-improvement, and shared financial goals

	M9
	2023.06
	5783
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for deepening relationships and collecting background information (e.g., financial, marital) on targets

	M10
	2023.06
	14904
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for rapport-building and crypto investment pitches

	M11
	2023.07
	1756
	Raising
	Creating a shared future dream to be achieved together

	M12
	2023.08
	123179
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Sample quotes, stage-specific questions, and dialogues for scammer mimicry

	M13
	2023.09
	3789
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Sample quotes for romance, self-improvement, and crypto investment pitches

	M14
	2023.01
	2309
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for deepening relationships and collecting background information (e.g., financial, marital) on targets

	M15
	2024.02
	9314
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for chatting with targets, deepening relationships, and introducing cryptocurrency investment opportunities

	M16
	2024.03
	4608
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for collecting background information (e.g., financial, marital) on their targets and introducing investment opportunities

	M17
	2024.08
	4186
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for chatting, building relationships, and presenting crypto investment for a shared future

	M18
	2024.09
	40002
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Sample quotes for romance, self-improvement, and shared financial goals

	M19
	2024.01
	10765
	Hunting,	Killing
	Tactics for communicating with targets from Western cultures (e.g., US); training on investment concepts and their use in chats

	M20
	2024.04
	1446
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for chatting with targets, deepening relationships, and introducing cryptocurrency investment opportunities

	M21
	2024.04
	39569
	Hunting, Raising
	Strategies for chatting with targets with example questions and quotes

	M22
	2024.08
	6059
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for introducing cryptocurrency investment opportunities with example questions and quotes

	M23
	2024.04
	69253
	Hunting, Raising
	Tactics for chatting with female targets with example questions, quotes, and dialogues

	M24
	2024.05
	39857
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for chatting with targets, deepening relationships, and introducing cryptocurrency investment opportunities

	M25
	2024.05
	4212
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for chatting with targets, deepening relationships with example questions, quotes, and dialogues

	M26
	2024.06
	125540
	Hunting, Raising, Killing
	Tactics for chatting with targets, deepening relationships, and introducing cryptocurrency investment opportunities


Note. “Leaked” indicates the date each manual first appeared on Telegram. The “Words” column reflects the total word count of each document, rather than its length on pages or sheets. 
