Supplementary Material A. State-of-the-Art on Sha Zhu Pan Scams
Table A.4
Detailed overview of scientific papers published on Sha Zhu Pan scams
	Author & Year
	Objectives
	Method
	Reference Population
	Sample Size
	Data Source
	Findings

	Han & Button (2025)
	Analyzes the unique characteristics of hybrid romance-investment scams known as Sha Zhu Pan scams and compare them with traditional romance scams
	Qualitative research using semi-structured interviews with Chinese victims and police officers
	Chinese victims of hybrid-romance-investment scams and Chinese police officers involved in investigating such scam cases
	Six victims and nine police officers participated in the study
	Victim and police interviews
	Found that Sha Zhu Pan scams are distinct for blending romance with money-making schemes, operating as remote, contactless, and cross-border organized crimes, and are driven more by financial incentives and professional criminal networks than traditional romance scams.

	Xie &
Duan
(2025)
	Explores psychological susceptibility factors in Sha Zhu Pan scam victims through dual-perspective analysis
	Qualitative interviews with victims and perpetrators
	Victims and perpetrators of Sha Zhu Pan scams
	18 victims; 13 perpetrators; News articles
	Victim interviews; Perpetrator interviews; Media reports
	Identified three key susceptibility traits: (1) limited social support, (2) lack of security, (3) low self-esteem.

	Burton &
Moore
(2024)
	Examines Sha Zhu Pan scams as a growing cybersecurity threat that exploits social engineering to build trust and commit financial fraud.
	Qualitative literature review of recent developments on digital platforms including social media, dating apps, and professional networks.
	Data from law enforcement, cybersecurity firms, and victim reports.
	N/A
	Industry reports, academic articles, and case studies
	Findings highlight the effectiveness of proactive cybersecurity measures, continuous education, and the need for international cooperation and advanced defenses.

	Cross (2024)
	Reviews the convergence of romance and investment scam and analyzes their operational methods, and assesses their effectiveness in exploiting victims
	Literature review and analysis of case studies
	Victims of romance baiting and investment scam
	Not specified
	Financial losses data; literature
	Described the convergence of romance and investment fraud, with a focus on cryptocurrency schemes and challenges in scam prevention messaging.

	Griffin &
Mei
(2024)
	Traces cryptocurrency flow in Sha Zhu Pan scams, identify money laundering patterns, and map transnational criminal networks
	Quantitative blockchain forensic analysis
	Blockchain transaction data related to Sha Zhu Pan scams
	2,347 unique cryptocurrency wallets
	Blockchain transaction records; wallet tracking; network analysis
	Mapped complex transnational money laundering networks; identified key cryptocurrency exchange points; revealed multi-jurisdictional movement of fraudulently obtained funds.

	Maras &
Ives
(2024)
	Examines hybrid investment fraud incidents and identifies fraud elements, impact, and offender/victim characteristics
	Exploratory study of court documents and news articles
	Victims and offenders of hybrid investment fraud
	59 cases
	Over 1,300 news articles and court documents from 2018 to 2023
	Identified types of fraud, demographic patterns of offenders/victims, and tactics used in hybrid investment fraud, offering insights for criminal justice practices.

	Wang &
Zhou
(2023)
	Explores the persuasion techniques used by Sha Zhu Pan scammers and develops a model of criminal persuasion
	Qualitative analysis using victim narratives and police reports
	Victims and offenders of Sha Zhu Pan scams
	40 victim testimonials; Four police reports
	Victim testimonials; police reports
	Identified a staged process (hunting, grooming, harvesting) and found scammers use trust-building, emotional dependency, and investment manipulation techniques.

	Wang
(2024)
	Explores the identity transformations of trafficked Chinese workers who are coerced into becoming offenders in Sha Zhu Pan scams
	Qualitative thematic analysis
	Trafficked Chinese workers
	36 victim testimonials
	Narrative accounts from Zhihu and WeChat official accounts
	Developed a four-stage model of victim-offender identity transformation, highlighting the coercion, deception, and
exploitation in these scams.


	Ma
(2024)
	Analyzes the problem of network crime with a focus on Sha Zhu Pan type network dating software
	Case study analysis
	Victims of this type network dating software fraud
	1 case study
	Analysis of a real case from Changsha City, Hunan Province
	Revealed challenges in
network supervision, asset
recovery, and early warning
systems.

	Jiang et al.
(2023)
	Refines the psychological induction mechanism of emotional telecommunication fraud
	Field surveys and semi-structured interviews
	Victims of Sha Zhu Pan scam cases
	Sha Zhu Pan scam victims
	Victim interviews
	Found that victims generally showed a tendency to have low self-identity in the dimension of self-esteem, especially interpersonal-social self-esteem

	Wang
(2023)
	Investigates sentencing disparities in Sha Zhu Pan cases and assesses whether sentencing aligns with Chinese legal guide
	Quantitative analysis using focal concern theory as a lens
	Offenders of Sha Zhu Pan scams
	172 legal cases
	Open-access legal dataset; regression analysis
	Found sentencing outcomes primarily driven by legal factors like offense severity and role in the syndicate; extralegal factors (e.g., gender, employment) had smaller impact.

	Whittaker et al. (2024)
	Critiques the propagation and validation of the term “pig butchering” and its implications for the dehumanization of scam victims
	Theoretical analysis and critique
	Academic literature, media reports, and law enforcement communications
	Not specified
	Analysis of academic literature, media reports, and law enforcement communications
	Argued that the term “pig butchering” perpetuates victim-blaming narratives and inadequately describes the complex nature of the crime; called for more empathetic and accurate portrayal of scam victims.


Note. Only studies published in English, in peer-reviewed outlets and refer to scams involving both romance and investment scam were included. 

