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Motivations
• Severe agricultural deprivation
• Failure to defend Cape borders 
• In support of friends and family, 
• Being ambitious or hopeful of a better life 
• Desertion of Bond voters in some border districts 
• Free State forces had threatened to send them to 

Delagoa Bay if they did not join their commandos
• Freed up after concentration camps established
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Methodology
Sources

• Transcription of Rebel Record
• Transcription of Censuses (1891, 1904, 1911)
• Rainfall
• Cattle Population
• Education/ Literacy levels
• Marital Status/ Conjugal Condition
• Anglo-Boer War Museum data
• QGIS (Geographic Information Systems)
• Historical Maps
• Dutch Reformed Church Argief  

Stellenbosch
• Prisoner of War Lists
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Rebel Record Dataset
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Theories
Rinderpest and 

ecological 
influences

Frontier men and 
identity

(Language, 
religion, 

education class) 

Theory 1 Theory 2

Political context, 
ideology and 
charismatic 
leadership

(the influence of 
Jan Smuts) 

Theory 3
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Building historical context
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Rinderpest
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Cattle 1891 
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Cattle 1891 & rebels 
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Rinderpest Report 1899 
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Political Context 

• Betrayel of Rhodes
• Afrikaner Bond
• British Imperialist agenda

• Schreiner Ministry
• Desertion of Bond Voters
• Denialism of War 

Jameson Raid Political Mishandling 

MilnerSteynKruger Schreiner Rhodes



Jameson Raid

The Vlakfontein Monument



Political 
Uncertainty
• Mid- late-1890s
Rinderpest
• Dec-Jan 1896
Jameson Raid
• 1890-1896
C.J. Rhodes is PM
• 1896-1898
G.J. Sprigg is PM
• 1898-1900
W. Schreiner is PM
• 1899
Outbreak of War
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Charismatic Leadership
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