AIMS AND SCOPE

WL&L will be concerned with two major aspects of written language: (a) the structures,
histories, typologies, and functions of the writing systems (scripts) used by the languages
of the world; and (b) literacy, i.e. the institutionalized use of written language, from the
inter-disciplinary viewpoints of linguistics, anthropology, sociology, psychology, education,
literature and book arts.

WL&L will focus on: Typology of scripts; historical development of scripts; descriptive
analysis of scripts; decipherment of ancient scripts; formal and functional relationships
between scripts and spoken languages; semiotics of written language; pragmatics of written
language; invention of scripts; adaptation of scripts to new languages; orthographic design
and reform; psycholinguistic and neurolinguistic aspects of the processes of writing,
reading, and literacy; calligraphic and typographic adaptations of scripts; cultural, social,
psychological, and political implications of scripts; related notational systems; ethno-
linguistic aspects of literacy; sociolinguistics of literacy; cognitive models of script choice
and of literacy; interaction between the literate and non-literate worlds; cross-cultural
and cross-linguistic studies of literacy; the roles of written, printed, and computationally
processed language with respect to spoken language and human life.

Abstracting services. WL&L is covered in the following indexing and abstracting services:
CNKI; Emerging Sources Citation Index; ERIH PLUS; Glottolog; IBR/IBZ; Linguistic
Bibliography/Bibliographie Linguistique; Linguistics Abstracts Online; Linguistics and Language
Behavior Abstracts (LLBA); MLA International Bibliography; PsycINFO; Scopus.
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Guidelines for Contributors

WL&L invites contributions relevant to the aim and scope of the journal. Articles will be
peer reviewed. Submission instructions and guidelines can be found on the journal’s website:

benjamins.com/catalog/wil
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of manuscripts, reviews, etc. - should be sent directly to the editor:
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