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RESEARCH GROUP

LAW, IDENTITY AND THE EUROPEAN NARRATIVES

/ /News and press releases EuroStorie Research...

EuroStorie Research Seminar:
Ricardo Spindola 18.11.2022
We warmly welcome you to join our research seminar with Ricardo Spindola
on 18.11.2022.

EuroStorie Research Seminar icardo Spindola (Image: JEAN PHILIPPE DELBERGHE ON UNSPLASH)
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Newsletter

When: Friday, 18 November 2022 at 1:00pm - 2:00pm (UTC+3)

Where: Siltavuorenpenger 1A, Room 229, University of Helsinki. You can also join us
online via Zoom:

https://helsinki.zoom.us/j/67591832391?pwd=OVQwVHIxQ25pZmR6cXp6UXgxODFx… 

Meeting ID: 675 9183 2391

Passcode: 261453

The book of judges: reoccupation, religion, and constitutional adjudication at the
origins of the US Supreme Court (1789-1935) and the German Federal
Constitutional Court (1951-1969)

Abstract: Franklin D. Roosevelt recommended that “like the Bible, [the Constitution]
ought to be read again and again.” Gustav Heinemann portrayed the Grundgesetz as a
“great offering” whose words must become flesh. Nevertheless, does this have any
bearing on constitutional adjudication? Although presidents didn’t – and more and
more don’t – shy about handling their respective constitutions as bibles, have justices
and constitutional scholars proceeded otherwise? Common wisdom may answer yes,
they did. The aim of my study is to show that this is not quite the case. I pursue it in
reference to two leading liberal democratic constitutional courts, the US Supreme Court
and the German Federal Constitutional Court. This happens in three parts: (1) I will
engage with court architecture, understood as a testimony to each institution’s
articulation for self-justification and self-empowerment; (2) the semantic consecration
of constitutional adjudication especially regarding politics, as it took place in the
struggles over what was implied by the innovations pushed forward in the contexts
of Marbury v. Madison, on the one hand, and of the German Constitutional
Court’s Status-Denkschrift, on the other; (3) and legal-methodological debates on the
relationship between the Christian Bible and constitutional provisions that run in

parallel and connection to these two landmark events. My findings point out that by
dint of the disruptive social development that the differentiation between law and
politics was and is, constitutional actors in the 19th century United States and 20th
century Germany frequently, if not invariably, relied upon religious resources to embed
their positions. I interpret this reliance using Hans Blumenberg's phenomenology of
history and epochal thresholds and his theory of reoccupations. 
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Related news

10.09.2021

Pohjankoski to
Juridiska Föreningen
i Finland: "National
Courts' Civil
Disobedience - Who
Interprets EU Law in
the Last Resort?"
On Thursday 9 September,

Pekka Pohjankoski was

invited to give the…

ECONOMICS| 03.03.2022

Pohjankoski in EU
Law Live's Weekend
Edition: "The
Unveiling of the EU's
Constitutional
Identity"
In an article published in EU

Law Live's Weekend Edition

No 91, titled "The Unveiling…

ECONOMICS| 07.04.2021

Rule of law
development points
the way ahead for
the EU
The rule of law is one of the

cornerstones of the

European Union. A negative…

A FAIR SOCIETY|

28.10.2022

EuroStorie Research
Seminar: Morten
Rasmussen
4.11.2022
We warmly welcome you to

join our research seminar

with Morten Rasmussen on…

ECONOMICS| 28.09.2021

Book Launch: 'The
Politics of Legal
Expertise in EU
Policy-Making' by
Päivi Leino-Sandberg
on 22 November
Welcome to the book launch

of 'The Politics of Legal

Expertise in EU Policy-…

ECONOMICS| 03.09.2021

From Utopian Vision
to Status-Quo
Apology (and Finally
Obsolescence?):
Transformations of
the EU Peace
Narrative
The peace narrative – the

idea that the EU primarily

serves to avoid war betwee…
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