
I don’t watch 
 
I don't watch. 
 
This is a decision that I do not make easily. Even if the Azzurri, whom I would have 
supported, are (again) not there. And the Red Lions of Luxembourg not yet. This decision is 
difficult for me, because I played football for more than thirty years and have watched every 
World Cup since I was a child. Since the World Cup in Germany in 1974, when I was 9 years 
old. Since then, the World Cup has given rhythm to my life, iconic moments have been 
imprinted in my memory, in our memory. 
 
The firemen who carried the water away from the field before the semi-final Germany-
Poland, that image is one of my lasting memories in 1974, when I followed on TV the 
football skills of Lato, Tomaszewski, Beckenbauer or Gerd Müller with my grandpa, Jean-
Pierre Hoscheid, former national team football player for Luxembourg in the 1930s. I 
admired the goals and the long hair of the Argentinian star Mario Kempes late in the evening 
in 1978. The first words of my fellow footballer Renzo's boy in 1982 were not “Mamma” and 
“Pappa”, but “Paolo” and “Rossi”. We watched the matches at the Italian bars Conti's, 
Modugno's and Riganelli's in Esch/Alzette. And we celebrated the victory of the Azzurri well 
into the night, in the streets of the Escher border quarter, the “Grenz”. In 1986, Brussels’ 
students sang 'Mexico, Mexico, Mexico' at parties long before the World Cup, and we 
admired a Maradona of another star during our exams. After the hand of God in 1986, other 
unforgettable moments were added, such as the Black-Blanc-Beur euphoria of 1998, Kahn's 
gaffe in the 2002 final, the Mannschaft's “Sommermärchen” or Zidane's coup de boule in 
2006, etc. 
 
In the 2000s, we staged the important matches in Happenings with family and friends in 
front of increasingly large televisions. With Public Viewing, it became possible to celebrate 
collective parties not only in the stadium but also in public spaces in every major city. 
 
For me and for the more than a billion people who watched the last World Cup final 
between France and Croatia in 2018, football functions as a kind of civil religion, especially in 
times when ideologies and collective bonds are lowering. Without therefore closing our eyes 
to the more than worrisome developments: the ever-increasing financial stakes surrounding 
football, which has become wealthy thanks to television rights in recent decades, the 
excessive mediatization, the “people”-ization of its stars, who earn hundreds of thousands of 
euros per day, the nationalist and racist instrumentalizations... 
 
Just because I don't idealize the football phenomenon, I can't help but personally boycott 
this World Cup in Qatar. Even if it does take place nevertheless. Even though this will have 
very little impact beyond raising awareness of important issues such as human rights and 
climate protection. 
 
From scandal to scandal 
 
This is not about cavalier offences, which one could look away from. This is about one of the 
biggest scandals in sports history. A scandal that started with a vote for Qatar, which tops 



everything in terms of corruption, a scandal which continues to this day. From scandal to 
scandal. But one by one. December 2, 2010: Qatar, the country which received the worst 
evaluation from the FIFA inspectors and which had no football tradition, receives the most 
votes in the last round of voting by FIFA, 14 votes against 8 for the USA. Years later, in 2020, 
three South American members of the executive committee are accused of corruption by 
the American judiciary. Michel Platini was asked to vote for Qatar by French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy and the current Emir of Qatar at a dinner at the Elysée Palace. His son got a 
good position in December 2011 at Burrda Sports, a subsidiary of Qatar Sports Investment 
(QSI) and Qatar has invested massively in France and in its football (PSG, BeinSports etc...). 
The French and Swiss justices are investigating here. (At the same time, in 2011, the then 
finance minister Luc Frieden makes a solo move and sells a third of the shares of Cargolux to 
Qatar Airways, which leads to some heated debates in the Luxembourg Parliament. At that 
time, Qatar also buys a part of Banque Internationale de Luxembourg.) 
 
Furthermore, I cannot watch a World Cup in a country that not only has an autocratic 
regime, but, what's more, as the last few days have clearly shown and as yesterday's Le 
Monde editorial formulated it, does not even consider it necessary "to find accommodations 
to ensure the best possible cohabitation between the conservatism of the emirate and the 
reception of the citizens of the world". First, the homophobic statements of the World Cup 
ambassador of Qatar, Khalid Salman, show that contrary to official statements, gay people 
will be in danger during the World Cup. And then it was announced yesterday, even here 
despite promises to the contrary, that the consumption of alcohol will be prohibited around 
the stadium. 
 
Allow me to make it clear once again in which country the World Cup will unfortunately be 
played next month and why I have a huge problem with it: Luxembourg is a country of 
freedom and respect for human rights. Qatar is the opposite. Luxembourg is a country, the 
EU is a space where people are free to express their opinions, practice their worldview and 
religion, join parties, unions and associations to defend their rights. In the absolute 
monarchy of Qatar, this is not the case. In contrast to democratic countries, women in Qatar 
do not live equally and freely. In democratic countries, people are free to assume their 
identity, who they are, without being excluded or discriminated. This also includes choosing 
and showing their sexual orientation. In Qatar, homosexuality is prohibited. Luxembourg is a 
country, the EU is a space where people have a fundamental right to healthy, safe and 
dignified working conditions, to working hours that are limited, to rest hours, rest days, to 
paid leave. Those rights are trampled underfoot in Qatar. 
 
When I stayed up late into the night for several World Cup matches in Argentina in 1978 at 
the age of 13, I did not know that the military junta of General Videla was torturing 
thousands of political opponents, throwing them out of planes into the sea and killing others 
in clandestine detention centres like the ESMA only a few hundred meters away from the 
Estadio Monumental, where the final was played. At the time, at least a few well-known 
football players such as Dominique Rocheteau in France and Oeki Hoekema in the 
Netherlands supported the committees calling for a boycott. As in the case of Qatar, 
economic interests prevailed. Today, thanks to critical reporting by a number of European 
media and the work of NGOs such as Amnesty International, I am so well informed that my 
television will remain switched off. 



 
“The Big Deal” 
 
Regarding critical media: Read the article “Der große Deal” in the Süddeutsche Zeitung of 
November 15. Here is how the scandal continues. Contrary to what the American Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch said and the Swiss judiciary promised, the investigations and arrests 
from 2015 of FIFA officials, around the attribution of the World Cup 2022 to Qatar in 2010, 
were not the beginning of a general clean-up, of a “hunt for FIFA thieves around the whole 
world”. 
 
The American authorities succeeded, on the one hand, in removing Blatter and Platini, who 
had ruined the USA candidacy in 2010, and secondly in putting a new man at the helm who 
works for them. And that man's name is Gianni Infantino, he is Swiss, and is currently 
running for a third term as FIFA president. In 2018, he thanks the Americans and makes sure 
that this time it works and the World Cup 2026 is awarded to the USA (with Mexico and 
Canada). 
 
Meanwhile (in 2016) the world public found out through the Panama Papers – thanks to the 
work of newspapers such as SZ and Le Monde - that a certain Gianni Infantino, then vice-
general secretary of UEFA, made a deal in 2006 with the South American family Jinkis and 
their letterbox company Cross Trading based on a South Sea island round Champions League 
rights for three seasons. In Switzerland, Infantino has been investigated since 2020, but this 
is happening with the handbrake. Here is the conclusion of the SZ article: 
 
“A special investigator was appointed - and soon after that it was put on hold again. In the 
meantime, two lawyers are taking care of the case, who are famous for preferring to stop 
proceedings rather than bring them to court. But even if they wanted to interrogate him: 
The FIFA president is unfortunately difficult for the judiciary to reach. He now lives with his 
family in Qatar - and continues to switch and manage global football as he pleases. Should 
the Swiss authorities want to talk to him, would he get on a plane to Bern?” 
 
Watching the Qatar World Cup of the absolute monarchs Al-Thani and Infantino? No thank 
you! 
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1972-2002 Football player Jeunesse Esch 
1982-2002 First team player, Captain from 1991 to 1999  
     9 X Champion of Luxembourg (83, 85, 87, 88, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99)  
     4 X Cupwinner (88, 97, 99, 2000)  
1987-1988  Football player of the year (elected by players and coaches)  
1988-1993  National team player (7 caps) 
1982-2002  Former record holder as player in first league games (424 matches) 
 
 


