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The foreign soldier’s transnational experience in the Nazi “um L
military. A biographical study of conscripts and -
volunteers from Luxembourg in the Wehrmacht and their CONTEMPORARYAND DIGITAL HSTORY
military and individual experiences in WWII

Nina Janz




Transnational soldiers - Luxembourgish case

Outline:

Intro - Biographical approach

Luxembourg under occupation

Transnational aspect - German or Luxembourgish?

Conscription of non-German citizens

The Luxembourgish experientiality

a. As German soldiers

b. “Luxembourgishness”

6. Conclusion: The Luxembourgish soldierly experience as transnational war
experienatility
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Biographical approach on individual transnational

soldiers, here: Luxembourgish Case uni.ln

UUUUUU SITE DU

> Over two million foreigners served in the ranks of the Wehrmacht and the
Waffen-SS

> Focus on individual transnational soldiers provides a new perspective on the
European experience of war

> transnational because these research subjects were conscripted by another
power in which they were not citizens




Invasion of the Benelux countries in May 1940 w
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b/
B Eupen-Malmédy:
annexed to the

2,\ Reich in 1940

Luxembourg:
nnexed to the
Reich in 1942

Nazi parade in Luxembourg City

> Civil > Persecution of political opposition
administration and violent enforcement of the
and de-facto National Socialist German order
annexation and legislation

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/German_occupation
_of_Belgium_during_World_War_lI
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“Luxembourger you are German”

"Luxemburger du bist Deutsch"

Poster by the Volksdeutsche Bewegung, a pro-nazi
movement in Luxembourg during World War ll;

it advocated the annexation of Luxembourg to the Reich.
Luxembourger



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volksdeutsche_Bewegung

Conscription - August 30, 1942

1. Angaben zur Persos

As the Luxembourgers were
considered ethnically
"Germanic" according to
National Socialist ideology, they
were drafted into the German

army

L | e -

o
3

-

Military ID of a Luxembourger



Naturalisation

Conscription and
subsequent

Naturalisation

C2DH e
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Staatsangebdrigleitsausieis
@ue Benurung im Jnland) Bl

Certificate of German
citizenship

The certificate shown
here was issued on 20
March 1943, but with
retroactive effect to 18
October 1942, the day
on which this person
was conscripted

Der Nikolaus K 8 § € P U B = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =

geboren am 28, Mai 1922 in Strafen = = = = = - - = , B
| befinr auf Grind der Verorviung vsm'23: Ansguf4 942~ RSB |-, 533 —
it Wickung vom 18, Oktober 1942 die deurfebe Staaraangebrigteic. |

Luremburg, den 20, MErz 1943,

1 S M 53/42
Beviipe Tred

Heiderscheid, A. (2012). Zwangsrekrutiert. Das deutsche Verbrechen an
OO OOO00O0000000 OO OIS der Luxemburgischen Jugend, Vol. 3
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Medical examination of
recruits

Transport to the military training camps

Luxembourg, M. d’Histoire de la V. de (Ed.). (2002). ...et wor ailes net esou einfach Questions sur le Luxembourg et la
Deuxiéme Guerre mondiale.
Luxembourg, M. d’Histoire de la V. de (Ed.). (2002). ...et wor ailes net esou einfach
Questions sur le Luxembourg et la Deuxiéme Guerre mondiale.



As German soldiers
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> 10.211 were conscripted
(born 1920-1927)

> 1.765 KIA

> 3.510 deserted / went
into hiding

Luxembourger Joseph
Dondelinger with other

German SOId iers on the Diederich, P., Etienne, E., Fritsch, M., Goniva, R., Gross, M., Guirsch, E., Jentgen, R., & Ki, M. (2015). “Verluere Joéren”: 85 Luxemburger
Zeitzeugen Des Zweiten Weltkriegs Berichten : Zwangsrekrutierte, Refraktédre, Deserteure, Resistenzler, Aber Auch Kollaborateure,

Eastern Front Kriegsfreiwillige. Vol. 3.

- —



Letters from Luxembourgish soldiers

Front letters (“Feldpost”) as
communication with the
families at home

“ am fine”

> Considering censorship
and forced integration in
the German military
(following orders etc.)

' Feldpost

Un
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The “We” as German soldiers

e |

“We” as part of the .
German soldier
camaraderie/community

> question of survival -
following orders and
identity as “a” soldier

> even it means to Kill
Allies

Guerre, G. des R. et d’etudes sur la. (2017). Schicksalswege einer
Kriegsgeneration.



Being Luxembourgish

Expression of their identity in many

ways

> writing in their language or sharing
information about encounters with
other compatriots

> or appreciation of conversing in
Luxembourgish or French (with
other conscripted soldiers from
Alsace or Lorraine)

Luxembourgish national
colours




Conclusion -
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> For the Nazis, Luxembourgers  were

(i B P NN 2 G R LR ISR e SN B B A ]

P

"Volks"-Germans, while the Luxembourgers felt
themselves to be strangers wearing an enemy

uniform

M -

> Luxembourgish experientiality has two sides of

o RGBS

a medal: the average experience as a German

soldiers and Luxembourgish aspect of its own

identity and the demarcation from the German

soldiers

Luxembourger in German
uniform
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Research Project “WARLUX”
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Project WARLUX - Soldiers and their communities in WWII: The impact and legacy of war
experiences in Luxembourg

e Collecting their biographies and individual life paths throughout the war and the post-war period
e https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/projects/warlux

Luxembourg National
Research Fund

funded by FNR
(March
2020-February
2023)



https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/projects/warlux

Stay connected with us!

@C2DH_LU
m B g @warlux_c2dh
2 Bl
< D H m nina.janz@uni.lu
LUXEMBOURG CENTRE FOR https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/projects/wa
CONTEMPORARY AND DIGITAL HISTORY rlux

Blog: “Digital War History” and WARLUX
https://digiwarhist.hypotheses.or I:I Luxembourg National

Research Fund
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