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lll. The relationship between Romania and
Luxembourg - a centuries-long tradition

= In the 12th century, a number of ethnic Germans migrate eastwards in
trying to escape poverty in their homeland. Modern-day Romania
belonged at that time to the Kingdom of Hungary and King Geza the 2"
(1141-1162) aimed to populate the area in order to defend the south-
eastern border against Tartars and Cumans. These ethnic German were
attributed free land. In German this ethnic group is called the
Siebenblirger Sachsen.

= The Transylvanian Saxons began calling themselves the Siebenblirger

Sachsen, because they built seven fortresses, including then-

Earmannstadt (Sibiu), in the area they were given by the Hungarian
ing.

“They settled in areas they called Weinland and Altland, which

surrounded Hermannstadt/Sibiu and Mediasch/Medias. Not only are

the Transylvanian Saxons the largest German ethnic group in

Romania, they are the oldest group too, having settled in
Transylvania for nearly a millennium?”.

Source: https://www.rtl.lu/your-luxembourg/knowledge-bites/a/1411526.html|

Source: Fehlen, Fernand (2007). La colonalisation de la Transylvanie par les
Luxembourgeois, L'invention d'un passé commun. Transilvania 8-9(2007), pp.25-29.
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The dialect sounds rather similar to Luxembourgish and
shares many lexical similarities. (The names of some of the
historically German settlements in Transylvania also sound
somewhat similar to Luxembourgish):

m“Schallburg in German or Sighisoara in Romanian
Is Schasbrich in Transylvanian Saxon, with two other
examples also seeming familiar to Luxembourgish
speakers: Mihlbach - Sebes - Melnbach and
Michelsberg - Cisnadioara - Machelsbarch. The last
one is the Transylvanian Saxon name for the towns
and these sound like they wouldn't be especially amiss
on a Luxembourgish map.”

These similarities have been acknowledged officially.

Source: Radu Sageata et al. (2019) Die Deutschen Rumaniens, unter besonderer
Berucksichtigung der Siebenburger Sachsen. DOI: 10.1553/moegg159s297
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Both Luxembourg City and Sibiu shared the title of European
Capital of Culture in 2007. The city forged a close relationship
with Sibiu during this year given their historical and linguistic
links.

In 2003, the 'Casa Luxembourg' was inaugurated in Sibiu,
funded by Luxembourg's National Sites and Monuments Service.
Casa Luxembourg now houses the Council of Europe's Institute
of Cultural Routes, a tourist office, and a languages institute. The
emphasis on the connections with Transylvania comes amid a
renewed drive in maintaining and highlighting the importance of

the Luxembourgish language.
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Piata Mare © Calin Muresan Source: https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/fr/news/pierre-werner-and-luxembourg-
vision-europe
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LUXEMBOURG CENTRE FCR
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0 During the 18th century, inhabitants of the then Duchy of
Luxembourg set off towards the Danubian plains.
Between 1764 and 1786, more than 5,000 people —
representing 2.5% of the Luxembourg population at the
time — emigrated to the Banat of Timisoara, establishing
themselves as settlers on this land previously conquered
by the Habsburgs from the Turks and today part of

Romania.

Source: https://sip.gouvernement.lu/de/publications/minist-etat/sip/brochure/a-
propos/A_propos_Union_europenne.html
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0 1902 — Establishment of the diplomatic relations between Romania and Luxembourg

The count of Ansembourg (chargé d’Affaires of Luxembourg to Bruxelles) was
mandated to start the negociations with the Romanian authorities.
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0 08.12.1910 — The King Carol | of
Romania (1839-1914) appointed the
first Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary Representative
to the Grand Duke

Guillaume IV of Luxembourg.
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- The first Romanian
Representative appointed in
Luxembourg is

Trandafir D. Djuvara (1856-1935)

Diplomatic activities:
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Galati-Bruxelles-Le Havre-
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0O 1921 — The Grand Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg appointed her first
Representative in Romania, to Bucharest -_Frgngois No_thum_b, Co_nsul .

QO 1947 — The Luxembourg Government
gives mandate to Yvan Cahen Franck

(a Luxembourg citizen working as France
Presse journalist to Bucharest)

To represent its interests after the
Second World Warr.

Report No.93 12 to Ghe.Tatarescu_Vice-
President of the Council of Ministers of
Romania_resumption of diplomatic
relations after the Second World War (17
June 1947)

© Archives diplomatiques, Ministére des
Affaires étrangeres de la Roumanie
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0 1966 - Upgradlng of bilateral ’Ve;;:ﬂm:ws |
relations at the Ambassadorial level =

HOTA INFORMATIVA

Rereritor; ridicarea nivelulul reprezentéirii diplomatice
intre RBepublisa Sooislistd Homfnia 9i Maxele
Dueat &l Luxemburgului.

Le 3o septembrie a.o. M.A+E. luxenbuxghes s rispuns
ed guvernul karelui Ducat al Luxemburgului privegte favorsbil
ridicarea la rang de Aubasadl s nivelului de reprezentars o i
$Eril noastre in Luxemburg. -
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. . . luxenb ez, & rezulta neav: n prezent un gef de misiuv-
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. . nu cons necesari publicarea comunieat comun de prosh.,
relations at the Ambassadorial level b s i e T

ustlel de comunicate , ciynumal stiri privitoars ls presenta=
rea seriscriler de screditare la marele Iuce.
Ddrectorul Protocolului ain M.A.E. luxemburghez a

@ ArChiveS dip|omatique3, Ministére mentionat e dsel guvermnl vomdn dorests si publice in presX
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QO 1972 — State visit in Luxembourg of the President of
Romania, Nicolae Ceausescu

a 1976 — State visit in Romania of the Grand Duke Jean of
Luxembourg

« Signature of several bilateral conventions,
including a Cultural Agreement

2 1990 — Opening of the Romanian Embassy in Luxembourg
and the appointment of a resident Ambassador in
Luxembourg

0 1998 — 2003 — Luxembourg’s participation in the UNESCO
iInternational programme aiming to restaure the historical
architectural heritage of Sibiu
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« Casa Luxembourg », Sibiu © Daniel Plier/ Source: https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/fr/news/pierre-
werner-and-luxembourg-vision-europe
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2003 — Official inauguration of the « Casa Luxembourg » Sibiu Casa
Luxembourg © Daniel Plier/ Source: https://www.c2dh.uni.lu/fr/news/pierre-werner-and-luxembourg-vision-
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1998 — Pierre Werner (1913-2002) became Docor Honoris Causa of the
Sibiu University (In 1993 he was the first Luxembourg key figure elected
as a Honorary Member of the Romanian Academy)

In 2003 Luxembourg invited Sibiu to be joined in « European Capital of
Culture, 2007 »

2004 — State visit in Romania of the Grand Duke Henri of Luxembourg
« Signature of several bilateral agreements

2007 — Official visit in Romania of the Grand Duke Henri of Luxembourg
accompanied by the Grand Duchess Maria Teresa

« The Grand Duke and the Grand Duchess of
Luxembourg became Honorary Citizens of Sibiu.
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25.04.2005 — During to the
Luxembourg Presidency of
the Council od the European
Union (first half 20095),
representatives of the EU
Member States, of the
Council, of the European
Commission and of the
European Parliament are
photographed alongside the
Bulgarian and Romanian
representatives during the
ceremony held in
Luxembourg to mark the
signing of the Treaties of
Accession of Bulgaria and
Romania to the European
Union.

©Copyright : eu2005.lu/Luc
Deflorenne
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0 6-7.06.2016 — State visit in Luxembourg of the President of

Romania, Klaus Johannis.
« Signature of several bilateral agreements

Source:
https://wwwfr.uni.lu/universite/actualites/diaporamal/le president de la roumanie klaus iohannis

en visite a | universite
© SIP / Charles Caratini

i
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Council of Ministers of Romania -
Appointment of Neagu D.Djuvara
(29 November — 12 December
1910)

© Archives diplomatiques, Ministéere
des Affaires étrangéres de la
Roumanie (by courtesy of the
Romanian Embassy in Luxembourg)
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Picture of Trandafir D.Djuvara, the
first Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Romanian
Representative appointed in
Luxembourg (wearing uniform
and decorations) (8 December
1910)

© Archives diplomatiques, Ministére
des Affaires étrangeres de la
Roumanie (by courtesy of the
Romanian Embassy in Luxembourg)
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Handwritten letter of Paul
WM Tk Dcmla Eyschen, President of the

| Government of Luxembourg to
Trandafir Djuvara, (23

W Shon Tiiwidlne, December 1910)
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