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3. Migration as a research field
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4. Migration and academic research

• There is a body of consensual research findings on some areas of 
migration

• There is very few cross-cutting research (comparability)
• Academic research does not adapt accordingly to the changing

migration context
• Research findings often do not shape policy developments
• The capacity of research to move policies is highly contextual
• Politicians can draw on bureaucratic or lay knowledge as well as 

research findings



5. European Migration Network

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNI3a0mTScY


6. EUROPEAN MIGRATION NETWORK (EMN)
• Established in 2008 by the European Commission on behalf of the European

Council (Council Decision 2008/381/EC)

• 29 National Contact Points, of which 26 are located in EU Member States
(Denmark has observer status) plus Norway, Georgia & Moldova.

• The aim of the EMN is to:

• provide the European and national institutions and agencies as well as the
general public with up to date, objective, comparable data and information
concerning migration and asylum related issues

• in order to provide impartial information to support the current discourse on
migration and

• to support policy decision making processes within the European Union



7. Objectives
• Identify, analyse and meet information needs of EU and national policymakers, through

the timely provision of relevant information in an appropriate, concise format;
• Share knowledge of policy developments across the EU taking into account specific

needs and different approaches of MS by encouraging greater use and facilitate access to
EMN publications, documents, dialogues, platforms (such as the EMN-IES) and websites;

• Gather information on MS practices and facilitate practical cooperation with MS on
specific aspects of asylum and migration;

• Improve comparability of statistics and other information at EU-level;
• Increase further the impact/effectiveness of the EMN by means of targeted

communication and strategic dissemination of EMN outputs in appropriate formats;
• Support policy-makers with tailored products to further engage with media and the

general public by providing up to date, objective and relevant information.



8. Dealing with contemporary challenges (1/3)

• In the aim to meet the needs of stakeholders, EMN has adapted its
procedures to respond to urgent request of information due to:

• Emergency situations: 2015 « migration crisis » request of information of MS 
in order to deal with the migration flows

• New tasks assigned to the network: JHA Council Conclusions on 
Statelessness of 3-4 December 2015 -> EMN Platform on Statelessness -> 
EMN Inform « Statelessness in the EU » (2016 & 2020)

• New events: EMN policy brief on migrants’ movements through the 
Mediterranean (2017)

• Information gaps: EMN Inform Package on Return Counselling (2019)
• Unexpected demand of information: -> EMN Inform on Detecting document 

fraud (2018) or EMN Inform on Golden Passports (2019)



8. Dealing with contemporary challenges (2/3)

• New developments: 2019 inconsistencies with statistical data on UAM -> EMN 
Inform on missing unaccompanied minors (published in 2020) 

• Providing assistance to other EU entities (e.g. DG HOME & DG Just): 2017 
Commission Communication on children on migration -> EMN Inform on Children on 
Migration 

• Crisis management: Covid-19 pandemic -> provide information through AHQ to MS   
-> EMN-OECD series on informs on the Covid-19 pandemic (2020-2021)

• Modification in the EU priorities on the New Pact on Migration -> Innovation on 
Migration (series of informs to be produced during 2021)



8. Dealing with contemporary challenges (3/3)

• In order to deal with the challenges, EMN:
• Cooperates with external entities competent in migration and asylum (e.g. 

international organisations, EU institutions and agencies, NGOs)
• Organise capacity building exercises for practitioners (e.g. representatives of 

Detention Centers, Cities and migration management, Detection document fraud
with law enforcement and immigration authorities)

• Organise events (conferences, workshops, roundtables) to address the topics, which
will target specific audiences (e.g. stakeholders, experts, general public)

• Use tools to provide information to stakeholders



9. Knowledge Production

• Precise subjects are decided by the Steering Board, and EMN NCPs;
• Data collection for the EMN outputs consist primarily of desk research

• use of data already available or published at the Member State or 
international level, including national statistics, legal texts, reports etc.; 

• It is complemented, when necessary, by interviews conducted with 
different stakeholders in the field of migration, asylum, statelessness 
and integration;

• Collection of information is done in very short time (depending in the 
output) in order that the information remains relevant.



9. Knowledge Production (Outputs)

• Ad-hoc queries
• Annual Report on Migration and Asylum
• Country factsheets
• EMN Informs
• EMN Situation Reports
• Thematic Studies
• Glossary



10. Ad-hoc queries

• Provide answers to very precise questions launched by COM or a MS on migration 
and asylum issues

• Official answers provided in a short period of time (1 – 4 weeks depending on the urgency)
• Short summary of the compilation of the ad-hoc queries is compulsory
• 100 - 130 ad-hoc queries launched per year
• Ad-hoc query working group which establishes the rules of the functioning of the ad-hoc 

query system
• Watchdog -> guarantees the quality and the scope of the ad-hoc queries

• Derivated products
• Thematic informs

• EMN-OECD series on the Covid-19 pandemic
• Children on Migration (March 2021)
• How do EU member states treat cases of missing unaccompanied minors? (June 2020)
• Long-term resident status in the EU (May 2020)
• Statelessness in the EU (January 2020)



11. EMN ad-hoc queries & derivated outputs



12. Annual Report on Migration and Asylum

• Provides an overall insight into the most significant political and 
legislative (including EU) developments, as well as public debates, in 
the area of migration and asylum; 

• It serves national needs so the structure of the report must remain 
flexible in order to adjust it to the national audiences (part 2);

• A synthesis of Member States National Annual Reports and a 
Statistical Annex of key asylum and migration statistics shall be 
completed;

• Coherence of the EMN's report with EASO's annual report shall be ensured, in 
order to avoid duplication.



13. Annual Report on Migration and Asylum



14. Country Factsheets

• Present up-to-date information on policy developments in migration 
and asylum in (Member) States;  

• Include relevant and comparable Eurostat statistics, supplemented by 
national statistics, presented in tables and diagrams



15. Informs

• Provide succinct key findings and messages targeted for policymakers 
on a specific topic based on the results of information gathered and 
analysed by the EMN (i.e. Annual Reports in Migration and Asylum, 
Studies and Ad-Hoc Queries);

• Up to 12 EMN Informs per year;
• Produced by the EMN Service Provider or by one or a group of EMN 

NCPs (with one NCP taking a leading role);
• They are based on a selection carried out by EMN NCPs together with 

the EC among the list of study topic proposals;
• Ad-hoc informs can be produced as the need arises. 



16. EMN Informs & EMN Flash



17. Thematic Studies

• 4 studies per year on migration and asylum topics;
• Studies are approved by the Steering Board after a voting procedure

between the EMN NCPs;
• The template of the study is drafted by an advisory group composed

by MS, the EMN SP and external experts;
• The national reports have to be drafted and submitted in a 3 month

period after the launching of the study;
• They are designed with the intention that the information collected is

comparable and can be used to produce a synthesis report.



18. National Studies



19. Synthesis reports, Informs & Flash



20. EMN Glossary (and EMN Glossary App)

• Improves comparability by enabling a common understanding and use of 
terms and definitions relating to asylum and migration; 

• Draws on a variety of sources, but primarily on the legislation of the EU 
asylum and immigration acquis; 

• Makes terms available in the majority of EU Member State languages;
• Considers developments in the external dimension, at the same time 

acknowledging the needs of practitioners working in the field;
• Avaliable in English (v. 6.0), German, Finnish (v.5.0), French, Portuguese, 

Spanish, Italian, Lithuanian and Arabic (v. 3.0)
• EMN Glossary App available in English, German, Finnish, Latvian, Italian. 

Available for free download both at App Store and Play Store.



21. EMN Glossary (EN, DE & APP)



22. Conclusions

• EMN knowledge production differs from academic research in the 
fact that it is mainly based in desk research and specific interviews 
with stakeholders;

• All the information collected is validated by official sources;
• It is produced in a very short period of time depending on the 

product;
• Topics are chosen in accordance with EU and national needs;
• The information is managed according to the target group that it

wishes to reach (Studies, Informs, Flashes etc.).



Thank you for your
attention!

Contact:
Adolfo.sommarribas@uni.lu

mailto:Adolfo.sommarribas@uni.lu
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