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ABSTRACT

This paper tackles the problem of both multi-user and intersymbol
interference stemming from co-channel users transmitting at a faster-
than-Nyquist (FTN) rate in multi-antenna downlink transmissions.
We propose a framework for redundant block-based symbol-level
precoders enabling the trade-off between constructive and destruc-
tive multi-user and interblock interference (IBI) effects at the single-
antenna user terminals. Redundant elements are added as guard in-
terval to handle IBI destructive effects. It is shown that, within this
framework, accelerating the transmissions via FTN signaling im-
proves the error-free spectral efficiency, up to a certain acceleration
factor beyond which the transmitted information cannot be perfectly
recovered by linear filtering followed by sampling. Simulation re-
sults corroborate that the proposed spatiotemporal symbol-level pre-
coding can change the amount of added redundancy from zero (full
IBI]) to half (IBI-free) the equivalent channel order, so as to achieve
a target balance between spectral and energy efficiencies.

Index Terms— Symbol-level precoding (SLP), faster-than-
Nyquist (FTN) signaling, multi-user interference (MUI), interblock
interference (IBI), multiple-input single-output (MISO)

1. INTRODUCTION

Symbol-level precoding (SLP) [1] accounts for the underlying multi-
user interference (MUI) in full frequency-reuse downlink transmis-
sions by shaping the transmitted waveforms so as to induce a con-
structive interference at each user [2, 3, 4]. SLP is a non-linear tech-
nique that uses channel-state information (CSI) along with users’
data to form the precoder. Several SLP schemes exploiting differ-
ent properties of the communication environment have been pro-
posed [5, 6,7, 8, 9]; a survey on SLP can be found in [10].

In addition to aggressive frequency reuse, faster-than-Nyquist
(FTN) signaling [11] has recently been considered as a viable alter-
native for enhancing spectral efficiency by accelerating the transmis-
sion of symbols beyond the Nyquist limit [12, 13, 14, 15]. Although
most FTN schemes focus on compensating the introduced intersym-
bol interference (ISI) at the receiver end, some recent works tackle
the ISI using SLP-inspired techniques [16, 17, 18, 19].

While standard SLP schemes work only in the spatial domain
to handle MUI, spatiotemporal SLP schemes [16] also deal with
the FTN-related ISI by working in both spatial and temporal do-
mains. Indeed, the spatiotemporal SLP splits the users’ data in tem-
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poral blocks and jointly handles the ISI/MUI within each transmitted
block. A key problem that spatiotemporal SLP schemes face is the
inherent interblock interference (IBI), which has only been partially
addressed by the so-called sequential spatiotemporal SLP [20, 21].

In this work we propose a framework for addressing the FTN-
related IBI effects in spatiotemporal SLP schemes by adapting to the
non-linear setup some well-known ideas from reduced-redundancy
linear transceivers [22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27]. The resulting spatiotem-
poral precoders allow for the trade-off between constructive and de-
structive IBI effects, and generalize the proposals from [20, 21].

The paper is organized as follows. A new multiple-input single-
output (MISO) system model for SLP redundant transmissions is
proposed in Section 2; a detailed study on FTN effects over the trans-
missions is conducted in Section 3, where we show the monotonicity
of the error-free spectral efficiency with respect to the sampling time
and the minimum admissible sampling time that allows for informa-
tion losslessness; the specific way redundancy is added/removed as
well as the minimum guard-interval length enabling IBI-free trans-
missions are described in Section 4; and the proposed spatiotemporal
SLP is described in Section 5. All results are supported by numerical
experiments in Section 6.

Notation: Scalars are denoted by italic letters, whereas vectors
and matrices are denoted by boldface letters (lowercase for vec-
tors and uppercase for matrices). Calligraphic letters denote sets.
Discrete-time signals are expressed with brackets and continuous-
time signals with parentheses; d[n] is the Kronecker discrete-time
pulse, whereas §(t) is the Dirac continuous-time impulse. The
Fourier transform of f(t) is denoted as F'(jw). The symbols £ and
* denote definition assignment and linear convolution, respectively.
The notations (-)T and (-)™ stand for transpose and Hermitian trans-
pose operations on (-), respectively. Given a real number z, | x| and
[x] respectively stand for the largest integer smaller than or equal to
x and the smallest integer greater than or equal to x.

2. SYSTEM MODEL

Consider the base-band system model of a downlink transmission
to K single-antenna user terminals via N > K antennas, whose
transmitter is illustrated in Fig. 1.

The model assumes perfect time-frequency synchronization and
perfect CSI knowledge at the transmitter side. The system works
in a block-based manner, so that the data stream to be delivered to
the k*" user is divided into non-overlapping blocks with M sym-
bols from a complex-valued constellation C. Let sx[m] € C, with
me M={0,1,..., M — 1}, denote the constellation symbols of
one block to be transmitted to the k™ user, and s; denote a vec-
tor gathering the M symbols of the block. All vectors s, with
ke K 21{0,1,...,K — 1}, are jointly processed to yield the pre-
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Fig. 1. Multi-user MISO base-band transmitter.

coded vectors d,, € C***, withn € N 2 {0,1,..., N—1}. Each
precoded vector d,, passes through a redundancy insertion block
generating the vector ,, € C”*', in which P £ M + R, with
R denoting the number of redundant elements added as guard inter-
val in the form of zero padding (ZP).

The continuous-time signal &, (t) that feeds the RF chain of the
n*® antenna element is the output of a digital-to-analog converter
(DAC) with sampling time Ty; thus, by defining the index set P £
{0,1,..., P — 1}, one has
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where f(t) denotes the transmitting pulse (e.g., a square-root raised
cosine — SRRC) and z,,(t) £ > pep Tnlp] - 6(t — pTs).
The energy required to transmit the precoded signals is
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in which Zy > 0 denotes the antenna impedance, | &, (t)|*/Zo is the
instantaneous power, and [C'y] L (f+f)((p1 — p2)Ty), for
all p1,p2 € P.

Assume a quasi-static flat fading channel during the transmis-
sion of one block of signals, and let hy_ , denote the attenuation of
the base-band physical link between the n'® transmitting antenna
and the k*® user terminal. The base-band signal received by the k™
user is Gk (t) £ 32, ar Pkon - En(t) + Ok (t), in which Tk (t) is an
additive noise signal.

Consider the receiver structure of the k*® user depicted in Fig. 2.
The signal at the output of the receiving filter g(t) is
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in which v (t) 2 (g% 0x) (t) and hin(t) 2 hen - (g % f)(2) is
the equivalent base-band channel model. After sampling the signal
yx(t), the resulting samples are collected in the vector y, € CF*!
and then processed via a redundancy removal step before the actual
symbol detection.

Usually, (f * g)(t) is a T-Nyquist filter with roll-off factor p €
[0, 1], so that no ISI is induced as long as: (i) Ts = T (ii) the re-
ceived signal employs the same sampling time 75; and (iii) there is
no time offset. Indeed, (f * ¢g)(pT) x 0[p — po], where po is a
discrete delay; this means the transmitting/receiving filters spread
the signal in time without inducing interference among the samples
spaced apart at multiples of 7". Next section addresses the case in
which the transmission of signals are accelerated by using a sam-
pling time Ts < T'.

P1,P2

T5) + vk (1), 3

When Ts = o7, with o € (0, 1), the transmissions of samples are
accelerated using an FTN signaling [14]. In this case, the equivalent
channel hy ,(t) accounts for the ISI induced by the fact that the
Nyquist pulse assumption is no longer valid, which might impact the
parameters’ choice of the system, such as the guard-interval length
R defined in Section 2 — now with the explicit dependency on
the factor a.

On the one hand, o should be made small to accelerate as much
as possible the transmissions aiming to achieve higher data rates. On
the other hand, @ < 1 should be made large to reduce the harmful
IST effects over the transmissions; notice also that, when there is
significant ISI, bandwidth resources could also be spent in the trans-
mission of redundant elements to cope with the underlying IBI, thus
decreasing the spectral efficiency [27]. Hence, it is not straightfor-
ward to guarantee that, by decreasing «, one has spectral efficiency
gains for the system model in Section 2; nor is clear to which extent
a can be decreased without significantly harming the transmission
performance.

To investigate these aspects further, assume that V,Sr‘.lefx denotes
the order of the finite-duration discrete-time model of the MISO
channel for a sampling time 7s = «a7'. For another sampling time

T. = &'T, with o/ € (0, 1], one has uﬁnaa/,z ~ (%) 89 A
the number of redundant elements R(®) is usually proportional to
1/,(110;),( [23, 27], let us assume that le) = L%J - R, Thus, con-
sider the following definition.

Definition 1. The error-free spectral efficiency is
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in which b is the number of bits per constellation symbol, . is the
channel coding rate, and p € [0, 1] is the roll-off factor.

With this definition, one has the following result.

Proposition 1. SEq(«) is a decreasing function of o € (0, 1].

Proof. For fixed b, rc, p, as SEg(a) %é and
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then, when o/ < a, one has [MS% < 1, thus implying that
M
MERED a/ > ]M+R(°‘) e SEo( ) > SEO(OC). O



Remark 1. In fact, from the proof of Proposition 1, one can be more
precise and state that the relative gain in the error-free spectral effi-
ciency that one can get from decreasing o to o is

These results suggest that one should decrease 75 as much as
possible; yet, when doing so, the channel taps hi . [p] also change
(even if the physical link is kept the same). This eventually means
one cannot discard the possibility of having an equivalent channel
more favorable to the transmission (performance-wise, so to speak)
when using a larger T, which eventually might impact the effec-
tive spectral efficiency — the one considering transmission errors.
Besides, there is a lower-bound, amin € (0, 1], for « to guarantee
information losslessness in the following sense.

Definition 2. The pair (f(t),Ts) yields an information-losslessness
transmission if, given Z,(t) in (1), there exists a receiving filter
g(t) such that &, [p] 2 &,(pTs) = xn[p], Vp € P, with &, (t) £
(Zn * g) (1),
The following lemma characterizes the transmitting filters that
enable information-losslessness transmissions.
Lemma 1. The information-losslessness C20nditiOI’1 in Definition 2 is
metif and only if 37, ¢ |F (75272)|" > 0,vw € R.
Proof. See Lemmas 5.1 and 5.2 in [28]. O
Assuming a square-root 7-Nyquist transmitting filter with roll-
off factor p € [0, 1], one has the following result.
Proposition 2. i, = ﬁ.
Proof. From Lemma 1, we note that the necessary and sufficient
condition for information losslessness can be rewritten as B> (jw) >
2
0,Yw € R, for B*(jw) 2 ¥, ’F (JW;&)’ As f(t)isa

square-root T-Nyquist filter with roll-off p, then F' (j (“’T}'i%@) =

o T
In this case, B2(jw) > 0, Vw € R iff the intersection of the adjacent

supports of F’ (jM) and F (j%) is nonempty;
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Next section describes how the redundancy addition/removal
can deal with IBI effects arising from using o < 1.

4. REDUNDANT BLOCK-BASED TRANSMISSIONS

For FTN sequential transmissions, the I** received block after sam-
pling, synchronization, and buffering can be written as (see also (3))

vl = ZA[(HISIkvwwnm+H£g)1km’:l!n = 1+HE, i+ 1])
ne
+ v [l], @)

in which the ISI and backward/forward IBI matrices are P x P
Toeplitz matrices with first columns

A (a) T
Higy,, ,, (5,1) = [hkyn[o] Rin[Vmax/2] 0 --- O] ,
H§]g)1k’n(:a 1) £ 0P><17
Hi, (1)2 [o 0 hpn]—i00 /2] hk,n[—l]] 7

and with first rows
Hisi,., (1) 2 [hi.[0]
HE), (192 o

H,  (1,0) 2 0ixp,

hial-vi/2) 0 o 0],

0 hinlriih/2) hinl1]]

in which Vy(n(j;)x < 2M is assumed to be an even integer w.l.0.g.

In order to deal with the IBI possibly harmful effects, we
propose the use of redundant zero-padding zero-jamming (ZP-
7J) transceivers [23, 24, 25, 26, 27] with an adjustable amount
of redundant elements which are added and removed through the
multiplication by the matrices (see Figs. 1 and 2)
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where R(®) is constrained to be an even integer.

Given the pair (A, R) in (8), it is straightforward to verify that
the following result holds.
Proposition 3. The minimum guard-interval length that enables

(o)
IBI-free transmissions is RI(;_)&SS £2. [%-‘

Indeed, when using R(®) > Rl(lgl?free redundant elements, one

n

has RHEE)II;:,WA = RH%)IM A = 0prxm. We propose employing
an adjustable reduced amount of redundant elements

R eR™ 2 {or|reziand0 <2 <R}, ©

which allows us to control the degree of remaining IBI given by
b f
Spen RHE) Adol—1]+ RHD, Ad, [l +1].

5. SPATIOTEMPORAL SYMBOL-LEVEL PRECODING

Considering the system model described in Section 2 and the block-
based transceiver proposed in Section 4, the reconstructed signals of
all users can be written as

3[l] = Hsid[l] + Hipid[l — 1] + 2'[1] , (10)

which corresponds to the vector stacking of the signals §x[l], with
H st comprising the matrices RHISI,MA, for (k,n) € K x N,

that model the transfer from d,, [1] to 8[l], and H g1 comprising the
matrices RH g)lk A, for (k,n) € K x N, that model the transfer

from d,[l — 1] (known at instant ) to 8;[l], whereas z’[l] denotes
the interference-plus-noise component due to the remaining forward

IBI components RH %glk Ad,, [l 4 1] (unknown at instant [) and the

noise z[l].

We propose using a spatiotemporal SLP scheme accounting for
MUI and FTN-induced interference — in the form of both ISI and
IBI. The idea is to exploit the interference in both spatial and tempo-
ral domains in a constructive manner. The backward IBI could help
constructively in the transmission, but the remaining forward IBI
tends to degrade the system performance, suggesting a trade-off be-
tween those effects. Given the energy F in (2), with @, [l[] = Ad,[l],
the proposed SLP convex optimization problem is

minimize  E[l]
d[l]eCNJMxl (11)

subject to HISId[l] +4 HIBId[l — 1] >q0® s[l] s
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Fig. 3. Performance of the proposed spatiotemporal SLPs for different FoMs as functions of the acceleration factor o (Experiment 2).

in which s[l] € C¥*! contains the actual transmitted symbols,
q € CEMX1 ¢ollects quality-of-service-related parameters, such as
target signal-to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR) and noise vari-
ance, and ® denotes point-wise product between vectors. The op-
erator > can be defined in different ways depending on the specific
constellation points s[l]; in all cases, the operator > defines a convex
constraint set (polyhedron) — please refer to [5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 20, 21]
for further specific details. Low-complexity techniques can be used
to tackle the problem in (11) — see [29] and references therein.

6. NUMERICAL RESULTS

The performance of the proposed precoders is assessed via three ex-
periments. The numbers of subcarriers, transmitting antennas, and
users are respectively fixed at M = 64, N = 4, and K = 4. The
transmitting/receiving filters are 7-SRRC pulses for a fixed Nyquist
period T" = 100 ns. The antenna impedance in (2) is Zy = 50 €2.

The figures of merit (FoMs) are: (i) average symbol error rate,
SER £ £ ,cx SER™, (ii) sum effective spectral efficiency,
SE K - SEo - (1 — SER), and (iii) overall energy efficiency,
EE £ ZEEEPNE with ‘average power’ computed as the total ana-
log power feeding the antennas averaged over the interval P - T.!

Experiment 1: We showcase the advantages of using FTN from
the energy-efficiency viewpoint considering two different ways of
doubling the error-free spectral efficiency in Definition 1, to wit:
doubling the constellation size b and halving the factor . From
Proposition 2, we set p = 1 to attain & = 0.5. A non-redundant pre-
coder (R™ = 0) is employed. A 16-QAM transmission with o = 1
yields EE ~ 13 uJ/bit, whereas an FTN 4-QAM transmission with
a = 0.5 yields EE = 6 uJ/bit, where both transmissions operate
at the same SER ~ 9.5% and SE = 3.6 bit/s/Hz.

Experiment 2: We study the performance of three precoders with
respect to different factors « for a 16-QAM transmission, a roll-off
factor p = % and a quality of service ¢ = /Y1kxwmx1, where
the target SINR ~ corresponds to 12 dB. The guard-interval length
is chosen as: (i) R = 0, called ‘no redundancy’ [20, 21], (ii)

(@)
R ~ "“;1#, called ‘quarter-order redundancy’, and (iii) R ~

L
ey

%, called ‘half-order redundancy’.? Fig. 3 depicts the results.
Note that the break point for the SER performance in Fig. 3(a) ap-
pears at o = ﬁ for the redundant systems. In addition, Fig. 3(b)
lets clear that the non-redundant precoder performs well in terms of

!'Unlike [20, 21], here we consider the actual analog power including the
cross-power terms resulting from the sequential transmission.
2 . .
We actually employed the smallest even integer larger than or equal to ei-

ther u,(r?;x /4 (quarter-order redundancy) or u,(fa)x /2 (half-order redundancy).
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Fig. 4. SE x EE for different acceleration factors and constellation
sizes considering a quarter-order redundant precoder (Experiment 3).

effective spectral efficiency for moderate acceleration factors down
to @ = 0.80, whereas the redundant precoders are the best under
severe ISI (at « = 0.75). Notice that the gain in SE comes at the
cost of spending more energy per bit when compared to non-FTN
transmissions (o = 1), as shown in Fig. 3(c).

Experiment 3: We study the SE vs. EE behavior by varying the
target SINR (from 0 to 16 dB) comprising vector g for the quarter-
order redundant precoder, with a roll-off factor p = %. The results
are shown in Fig. 4. One can clearly see that, depending on the oper-
ating point on the SE x EE plane, it might be better to use one pre-
coder over the other; for instance, at EE = 0.04 pJ/bit, 16-QAM
with o = 0.8 is the best choice, whereas at EE = 0.01 uJ/bit, the
non-FTN 16-QAM system could be picked up.

7. CONCLUDING REMARKS

In this paper, we have addressed the problem of jointly handling
multi-user and intersymbol interference in multi-antenna down-
link transmissions relying on FTN signaling. More specifically,
block-based spatiotemporal symbol-level precoding schemes have
been proposed, where the introduction of redundancy achieves a
trade-off between constructive/destructive MUI and IBI effects at
the user terminals. Numerical results have shown that the proposed
schemes can outperform Nyquist-based transmissions in terms of
spectral efficiency, with limited loss in energy efficiency, as long as
the considered acceleration factor is not lower than a certain value
(which, in turn, is related to the roll-off factor of the transmitting
filter). Further, numerical results have highlighted how the intro-
duction of redundancy in the block-based transmissions enhances
the system acceleration (lower acceleration factors), since the intro-
duced interference (in particular the IBI) is handled more effectively
as compared to the non-redundant solution. Future works include
extending the proposals to multicarrier systems with frequency
packing for frequency-selective channels.
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