A cructal aspect of imergencrational relations s the passing
on of the social and cultural bentage from one generation
o the next — also referred to as gencrative socialization
i Lischer et al,, 2010), Inmergencranonal value transmis-
sion occurs as parl of socul learming when members of
different generations interact with each other. These learn-
ing opportunitics take place to a large extent in the family
s primary socialization agent, for mstance, durnng ords-
nary inleractions, shared activities, or discipline situations
which are embedded in family relationsdips with a spe-
cific emotional qualiny | Padilla-Walker, 2008; Schinpflug,
2009; Trommsdortf, 20080, Although many authors have
underlined the impontance of emotions of parents and their
children toward each other in the context of socialization
e.g. Grusee & Goodrow, 1994, Hoffman, 2000, few stud-
ies havie directly addressed the roles of emotions in the
valug transmoasion process (sec also Schonpflug, JANF

In response to this gap. we focused here explicitly
on the role that emotional relationship quality between
adolescents femenging  adults and thesr mothers plays:
i 1} for the intergencrational transmassion of general value
loreniations {L.¢. conservalism amd prosecial onentabons,
s well as sell-fulfillment /hedonisml, and (2} for the two
steps that are supposed o be imvalved in the value inter-
nalization process, that 15, adelescents” /femerging adults’
uocuracy of perception and scceptance of parcntal mes-
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Ermotional neliticsahip giealiy of sdolesonts femerging adults towind their mothers b sbdresaied: (1) a8 a Ensmisgion
bele for the micrzencrationad wansfer of poneral valses and {3) regarding the mwo-step made] of value miernalizanon.
The -ra.l:nplt' consasted of & = 73 dyvads of mothers amd fher | 2-25-vear=old children (51 dasghiers, 22 sos} Inving m
the Cirand Duchy of Luxembourg. Mothers and adolescents femengmg adults reported on ther general value ortentstions;
i adshition, adoléscents ‘emerging adults repocied on emational felationshap quality tosward mothers. In a subsample of
m = 46 mother-adolescent/emergmg adult dyads, additional information was mvailoble regarcing maternal socialvzation
goals, sdolescents” fenmrging sdalts perceptions of these goals, and adobsconts”/emerging adilts” perccived valise similas-
iy with mothers. Anachimsentclosencss of adolescents famerging adults wwand their mothers was related w higher, wheress
dizlske anad worry were related to hinver vahie consensus feongnecnee. Farthermore, dislike was hoked to kawer accuracy of
vidue percepiion, whercas choseniss /sikschment and woiry cornespordad with higher peroeived simibariny 1o maothers.
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Emotional relationship quality as transmission belt

A recurrent finding in rescarch on imtergencrational valse)
transmission has oo that valucs are nivt always ramsmii-
ted in the same way and to the same extent. Rather, several
so-called fransmrission befts - of contextunl. socidevel-
opmental, or relational mature - may foster or hinder
transmission {Schinpflug & Bilz, 2009), Emotional rela-
fionship quality has often served as an explanatony van-
ahle for the effectivencss of various relational transmis-
sionn belis such ax pareating stvies, family chimate, on
dyvadic relationship aspects, although emotional relation-
ship quality nsell was seldom directly measaured in thesg
shudics.

For instance, an suthontative parenting style, charac-
tenzed by wirmith and responsaveness, was found 1o be
an effective tranemission belt for vanous contents; in con-
trast, a rigid-authoritanan stvle which has been associated|
with angry and cocroive attitudes of parents in Wesiern
socieiies rather weakened transmission {Roban & Zanna,
1996 Rudy & Grusec, 2001 Schinpfug & Bile, 2009,
According to these studies, paremting styles that creatg
emotiondlly positive parent-child interactions increase the)
opermess of family members for cach other's viewpoints,
whercas parenting styvles that cremte o negative emotional
refationship quality in the family, thereby distancing childl
and parent. have a reverse effect isce also Pinguart &
Silberesen, 2004 ).
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