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From multilingual practices to language policy, step by step

Education occupies the pivot position between the individual development and
the collective sphere of a person. Family and school play a central role in the edu-
cational process of personal development. In traditional societies, their roles were
well defined, with a clear idea of their limitations. Nowadays, however, in very
complex environments there is a great variety of options and possibilities for the
creation of a dynamic social network. Languages are not only indicators for com-

Multilingual strategies are used in a continuum between individual strategies and
collective activities in the field of language policies. Our approach from the point
of view of ecolinguistics aims at showing that the optimal development of a person
can be obtained when the individual and the greater social sphere are in balance.
This objective is reached not through a one-way-effort in the sense of assimilation

Acts of identity in the continuum from
multilingual practices to language policy

Sabine Ehrhart

University of Luxembourg

The present article addresses some theoretical considerations on ecolinguistics
on a meso- and micro-scale and then illustrates them through some elements
taken from two sets of observations made in multilingual schools in highly
multilingual settings, one in Europe (Luxembourg) and the other one in

the South Pacific (New Caledonia). Both case studies show the variety of
possibilities in the management of classroom ecologies. According to the specific
environments, there are very different ways Lo foster the communication and the
development of pupils and younger children, depending also on their autonomy
and their access to empowerment in the educational process. Multilingual
Strategies at school can be situated on a continuous scale from more implicit to
more explicit policies and they have to be considered in relationship to other
social structures with importance for education like the fi
or leisure time occupations.

amily or the workplace

but also vectors of innovation and means of constituting acts of identity.

Ehrhart, Sabine (2014) Acts of identity in the continuum from
multilingual practices to language policy, in: Grommes, Patrick & Hu,
Adelheid (eds.) Plurilingual Education: Policies — practices — language
development, Benjamins: Amsterdam/Philadelphia, 75-85.
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